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SUPPLEMENTAL EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1 .3 1 2. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
James P. Hao on 2/6/04. 



The apDlicati on has been amended as follows: 

Please cancel claim 3. 

In claim 1. line 8, after 'TiN;" delete "and". 

In claim 1, line 9, after "the semiconductor device" bsert: 

forming as second layer of photoresist on the blanket layer of interlayer dielectric; 
patterning and developing the second layer of photoresist exposing portions of the 
blanket layer of interlayer dielectric overlying metal structures; and 

etching the exposed portions of the blanket layer of interlayer dielectric overlying metal 
structures; and 

etching the exposed portions of the blanket layer of interlayer dielectric down to the 
metal structures—. 

In claim 4, line 1, delete "3" replace with 
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The reason for allowance is set by decision of the board of appeal (see pages 5-6 of 
paper# 13). 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

CondusioH 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thanh Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 308-9439, or by 
Email via address Thanh.Nguyen@uspto.gov TTie examiner can nonmlly be reached on 
Monday-Thursday from 6:30AM to 4:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Carl Whitehead, Jr.. can be reached on (703) 308-4940. The fax phone number for 
this Group is (703) 308-7722. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956 (See 
MPEP 203.08). 
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Patent Examiner 
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